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the theory that the mutilation of the priests of Attis and
the burial of the severed parts were designed to fertilize
the ground may perhaps be reconciled with the cosmo-
gonic myth if we remember the old opinion, held
apparently by many peoples, that the creation of the
world is year by year repeated in that great transfor-
mation which depends ultimately on the annual increase of
the sun's heat1 However, the evidence for the celestial
aspect of Attis is too slight to allow us to speak with any
confidence on this subject A trace of that aspect appears
to survive in the star-spangled cap which he is said to have
received from Cybele,2 and which is figured on some monu-
ments supposed to represent him.8 His identification with
the Phrygian moon-god Men Tyrannus4 points in the same
direction, but is probably due rather to the religious specula-
tion of a later age than to genuine popular tradition.5

1 Compare The Dying God, pp. 105

2  Julian, Or. v. pp.   165 B, 170 D
(pp.  214, 221, ed. F.   C.  Hertlein);
Sallustius   philosophus,   "De  diis  et
mundo," iv. Fragmtnta Pkilosophorum
Graecorum, ed. F. G. A. Mullach, iii.

33-

3  Drexler, s.v. "Men," in W. H.

Roscher's Lexikon der griech. und
rom. Mythologie^ ii. 2745 ; H. Hep-
ding, Attis, ', p. 1 20, note8.

4  H.  Dessau, Inscriptions f.atinae
StUctcu, vol.  ii. Pars   i. pp. 145 sq.t

Nos. 4146-4149 ; H. Hepding, Attis,
pp. 82, 86 sg.j 89 sq. As to Men
Tyrannus, see Drexler, s.v. " Men,"
in W. H. Roscher's Lexikon dergriech.
und rcm. Myth. ii. 2687 sqq.
6 On the other hand Sir W. M.
Ramsay holds that Attis and Men
are deities of similar character and
origin, but differentiated from each
other by development in different sur-
roundings (Cities and Bishoprics of
Phrygia, i. 169); but he denies that
Men was a moon-god (op. cit. \. 104,
note4).